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Address: Sofia, Bulgaria 1000, 3 Hristo Belchev Str., 2nd floor 
Tel.: + 359 2 981 66 17 Fax: + 359 2 988 81 66 website: www.bcnl.org
Coordination person: Pavleta Alexieva, e-mail: Pavleta@bcnl.org
The Bulgarian Center for Not-for-Profit Law (BCNL) has the pleasure of inviting you to a

INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL FOR NGOs
The Summer School will take place on 2-5 September 2014 in Arkutino, Bulgaria at the Black Sea Coast (50 km south of Burgas). You can check the conference facilities at http://www.arkutino.com/.

The summer school is intended for people working in NGOs and young people interested to acquire practical information and skills regarding the operation of NGOs. The topics of the summer school will include:

· International standards on the legal framework for NGOs;

· Planning for achieving best results;
· Budgeting and financial planning;
· Accessing EU funds;

· Business planning;
· Advocacy and work with the institutions;

· Building coalitions and attracting public support;
· Principles of good governance and internal checks and balances in an NGO, and other interesting topics.

In addition, participants will be given tasks in small groups and will receive support from mentors to carry out these tasks. 


The sessions will be lead by experienced presenters such as:

Georgi Genchev
Georgi Genchev, MA. Georgi has extensive consulting practice in the areas of design, management, monitoring and evaluation of grant schemes, development and assessment of startegies and policies, organizational assessment and strategic planning. The core thematic areas of his work are civil society development and social inclusion. Between 1997 and 2001, as an Executive Director of the Open Society Foundation – Sofia (the biggest private donor at that time with annual budgets of over 8 mln. US dollars), he worked with and supported a number of NGOs, NGO coallitions and networks. Since 2001 he focused on consultancy and successfully completed over 20 contracts. The list of his clients includes UNDP, UNICEF, MATRA/KAP, the Swiss Agency for Development and Co-operation, OAK foundation, etc. He is the Team Leader and a co-manager of the Bulgarian National Portal of Bulgarian NGOs (www.ngobg.info), launched in 2010. In 2012 he was a member of the working group that drafted the Strategy for Support of the Development of NGOs 2012–2015, adopted by the Council of Ministers in September 2012.

Luben Panov

Luben Panov has been a Program Director of the Bulgarian Center for Not-for-Profit Law (BCNL) since 2009 and has served as the organization’s director since its founding in 2001. He was a member of the Public Council of the Civil Society Committee with the 39th National Assembly of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Civic Council with the Minister of European Integration. He has worked on issues such as the registration and operation of NGOs, taxation and the fiscal framework for civil society, tax incentives for donations, and social contracting. 

Luben Panov is also a Program Consultant with the European Center for Not-for-Profit Law (ECNL), serving as a legal expert providing technical assistance and support to local partners. Mr. Panov has worked in a number of countries in Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union. He has participated in the drafting of rules for the distribution of state grants in Albania, has analyzed the legal framework for NGOs in Armenia and the mechanisms for social contracting in Kazakhstan, and is involved in projects in Moldova, among others.

Mahammad Guluzade
Has LLM in International Human Rights Law from University of Essex, UK and PHD from National Academy of Sciences of Azerbaijan. Has 15 years of work experience in the field of human rights and NGOs, including work with such international organizations as the Council of Europe, OSCE and ICNL. Since 2008 has been teaching NGO Law at Baku State University. Wrote more than 10 manuals and articles on NGO legislation and conducted dozens of training on NGOs. Participated in a number of working groups on improving NGO legislation in Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, etc. Currently works as a Director of MG Consulting Company.
Nadya Shabani

Nadia Shabani is Program Director at the Bulgarian Center for Not-for-Profit Law (BCNL). She has worked in the organization since its establishment in 2001 until 2009, and came back to BCNL in 2012. Within BCNL she works on issues such as establishment of NGOs, public-private partnerships, good governance and social contracting. She provides assistance to public officials on central and local level, lawyers, professional groups, parental organizations and social service providers for developing policies, strategic documents, drafting legislation changes and impact assessments in social area.

In 2009, Nadia became the chair of the National Agency for Child Protection in Bulgaria, responsible for the enforcement of children rights and coordination of all government policies in the area. As the head of this agency she was in charge of the coordination of all measures and programs in the plan for the deinstitutionalization of children in Bulgaria, accepted in 2010 and funded by the EU (100,000,000 euro for the first 4 years).

Plamen Todorov 

Plamen Todorov is an expert with more than ten years of experience in preparation, administration and co-ordination of projects funded by European, US and other donors’ programmes. He has been trainer in trainings on different topics related to project development and management, strategic planning and monitoring. His experience and expertise covers following areas of project development and management:

· Project design, planning, implementation and impact assessment;

· Strategic planning process, elaboration of strategic documents on regional level;

· Implementation of European funded projects (as project leader and coordinator). 

· Evaluation, monitoring and contracting of projects financed under EU funded Grant Schemes.

· Trainings of Project Cycle Management, Logical Framework Approach, preparation, implementation and reporting of projects, strategic and financial planning.


It is expected that the number of approved candidates will be approximately 20-25 people. The applicants will be selected based on their English language skills and motivation.

The working language is English. All interested candidates need to fill in an application form and send it, together with a CV, both documents in English before 10 June 2014 to Pavleta@bcnl.org. Selected applicants will be notified by the end of June 2014.  


All participants have to pay 400 EUR which will cover:

· Preparation of invitation letters for visa;

· 4/5 days of accomodation at the Arkutino training center;

· Breakfast, lunch and dinner during the summer school days (Tuesday to Friday);
· The training and a certificate for attendance;
· All coffee breaks during the event.

The fee should be paid after the applicant is notified to be selected to take part in the Summer school for NGOs according to the instructions and the deadlines given by the organizers in the received notification letter. 
The fee does not include:
· Flight or on-the-ground transportation;

· The embassy fee for receiving Bulgarian visa;

· Expenses made outside of the organized package including long-distance calls, etc.

The nearest airports to the International Center Arkutino are in Burgas (50 kilometers) and Varna (170 kilometers from Arkutino which takes around 2 and a half hours with bus to Arkutino). There is a good flight connection between Istanbul and Vienna and Varna. In addition, there are regular flights from Moscow to both airports.
The organizers will arrange transfers from the Burgas or Varna airports or advise the selected participants on the easiest and most economical way to reach the Arkutino center.

Additional logistic information will be provided after the selection of the participants is done. 
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For more information, you may contact Pavleta Alexieva at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Pavleta@bcnl.org" �Pavleta@bcnl.org� or by phone on + 359 2 981 66 17. 














